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his back, and declared that he would not eat at
all if his uncle did not sit down beside Mm. He
could not accustom himself to the honours that
surrounded him, insisted on taking off his hat
when the duke came to visit him; the moment
he saw him he flung his hat into the middle of
the room and said he thought he was failing in
politeness if he did not do the same.

Full of mischief, he entertained his intimates by his
amusing -ways. He asked M. de la Vrilliere who he
was; the latter replied that he was his Secretary of
State and that he had the honour to work under his
orders; at once Louis XV took him into his room
and ordered him to shell nuts. When M. Bon-
temps came and knocked at his door the king
spat in his face and said in a stern voice: "Go
away, I am with my Chancellor/* He derived simple
enjoyment from the company of a child of his
own age. He used also to sit to the excellent
painter Hyacinthe Rigaud and talk with him in a
familiar way; and in the course of a sitting that
took place in the dungeon at Vincennes, he asked
the artist was he married and had he any children.
Rigaud replied: CCI am married, Sire, but I have
no children, thank God!"

Surprised by this answer he demanded an ex-
planation. "Because my children would not have
anything to eat", rejoined Rigaud, "as Your
Majesty inherits all that my brush can earn me/*

After the sitting the king interrogated Cardinal
Dubois, who told him how the legal system
worked out. Louis begged that Rigaud should